All-in Repentance
Daniel 9:1-19
I. Introduction
A. Timeline
Long years of warning from God in the Law and the Prophets

606 BC – Jerusalem attacked, captives taken, including Daniel
596 BC – Jerusalem attacked, temple looted

587 BC – Jerusalem falls, nation exiled
Down, down, down

~538 BC - Daniel is an exile in Babylon.  About 538 BC, 13 years after the vision of Daniel 8.  Babylon recently fell to Medo-Persia.  Jews in captivity 68 years w/ temple in ruins.
B. Daniel
1. Kidnapped as a young man, lived a long and faithful life, praying as an old man

2. Name:  God is my Judge

3. Had seen Jerusalem sacked, then destroyed.
4. No doubt remembers vividly the 606 capture of Jerusalem—and himself, painfully hearing of the temple’s looting [and seeing that loot used in Belteshazzar’s drunken party], and the devastation of Israel being relocated forcibly to Babylon.
5. Rose rapidly in importance in Babylon in Neb’s reign, again in Medo-Persian Empire
C. Prophecy
1.  “For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. I will be found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.

(Jeremiah 29:10-14 ESV)
D. Outline

1. All-in Prayer

2. All-in Confession

3. All-in Agreement

4. All-in Care

5. All-in Pleading/Petition
II. All-in Prayer
A. Why Pray At All?
1. From Jer 29:10 he knows the 70 years of Jerusalem’s ruin are almost over 
2. Does he “know” 70 years is it?  Prophecies are often contingent.
3. if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.
(2 Chronicles 7:14 ESV)
4. Blessing and curse from Deut 27-30
5. “And when all these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse, which I have set before you, and you call them to mind among all the nations where the LORD your God has driven you, and return to the LORD your God, you and your children, and obey his voice in all that I command you today, with all your heart and with all your soul, then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have mercy on you, and he will gather you again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. If your outcasts are in the uttermost parts of heaven, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and from there he will take you.

(Deuteronomy 30:1-4 ESV)

B. Detail and Precision
1. Vs. vague prayers
2. What is the sin?

3. Who has sinned?

4. What was the result?

5. What’s being asked for?
C. Cultural challenges

1. When you read  through the book of Daniel, do you speed through this part to the answer and promise?

2. Church – Daniel didn’t jump to right answer – Oh, 70 years are up, good, done.

3. Culture fail to engage with unpleasant problems, lack of commitment

III. All-in Confession
A. Typical response when caught red handed is not confession
B. What is a normal human “confession”?
1. Excuses and blame shifting – what confession isn’t
· We so want to portray our sin as being other than deliberate.  “Mistakes were made”, “It’s all in the past”, “It’s his/her fault”.
· The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”    (Genesis 3:12-13 ESV)
2. Confess the faults of others, to highlight how good we are:

· He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”
(Luke 18:9-14 ESV)

Massively not vague – the many dimensions of sin, the wideness of our culpability.

C. Sin is: (v. 5)
· Missing the mark

· Perverted action

· Wicked deeds

· Rebelliion

· Turning from God’s commandments and rules
· Deliberate and across the board

IV. All-in Agreement – Daniel reviews the justice of the judgment
1. Israel had been warned in the Law
2. Israel had been warned by the prophets
3. Israel had disobeyed - - v. 6, 7, 11, 12

· Kings, Princes, Fathers, all the people, men of Judah, inhabitants of Jerusalem, all Israel, those near, those far, princes
Christian – do you believe the judgement of God on individuals you love and the nation you love will be punished, as God has promised?  Do you believe God has been unfair in requiring from us what would give us joy instead of the misery we gravitate to?  Do you believe God has failed to provide a witness in the human heart, in creation, in his word, and through his people?  Agree with God and plead for repentance and mercy for the guilty
Non-Christian – God provides more warnings, in more ways, than any human government or individual in authority ever has.  Will you acknowledge he is just in condemning the harm we do to ourselves and each other?

V. All-in Care

A. Grieved at people’s suffering

1. Plea is for mercy – v. 3

2. Open shame – v. 6, 8

3. Curse poured out – v. 11

4. Calamity – v. 12, 13, 14

5. Byword – v. 18 

B. Not focused on self

1. Depression – Daniel had lost so much from the actions of his people and leaders
2. Self pity – surely Daniel could have found an excuse for this
3. Resentment – Against God and Israel
4. Self indulgence – Could have embraced it in his new life of power

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD his God. He did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the LORD. He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by God. He stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to the LORD, the God of Israel. All the officers of the priests and the people likewise were exceedingly unfaithful, following all the abominations of the nations. And they polluted the house of the LORD that he had made holy in Jerusalem.


The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent persistently to them by his messengers, because he had compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. But they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD rose against his people, until there was no remedy.

(2 Chronicles 36:11-16 ESV)
But a servant of God, when hurt deeply, learns to care about others deeply.

· If you are failed by your courts handing down sinful judgements, your legislators making foolish and destructive laws, and your executive branch failing in its sworn duties, what do you do?  Do you look at your nation, see its sin, and grieve for it
VI. All-in Pleading
A. Mandatory
Remembered the Ifs of promised restoration

B. Fervent

Luther “We ought to take God’s promises and fling them back in his face. “Lord, you said you would do this. You made a promise. Now, Lord, do what you said you would do.” 
Spurgeon “God loves to be believed in.”
C. Interceding

Identifying vs. Not disassociating self

Are we guilty of the nation’s sins?  Maybe that’s the wrong question.

Story of Major Chuck (or earlier???)  …and then a terrible thing happened…

And the word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, when a land sins against me by acting faithlessly, and I stretch out my hand against it and break its supply of bread and send famine upon it, and cut off from it man and beast, even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver but their own lives by their righteousness, declares the Lord GOD.

(Ezekiel 14:12-14 ESV) (overall Ezekiel 14:12-23)

Noah – God’s chosen agent in rescuing humanity from judgement, Job—a man of faith and patience
D. Reasoned
1. God is righteous – v7, v14, v16 – appealing on our own r. is just asking for judgement
2. Jerusalem is called by God’s name –it is special for him – v. 16, 18 – God should be acknowledged as all powerful
3. For God’s own sake – v. 17, 19 – God ought to be seen as glorious
4. People are called by God’s name – v. 19– appealing
VII. Application
Can you do all of these, all at once?  Choose, begin, and grow.

A. Pray for America
If NT Christians were to intercede for foreign governments that held their nations captive, how much more should we pray for America?
B. Pray for the Church
Many parts of the church have abandoned the gospel.  Many more have pushed it to the side, to be gotten to later.  Many with good doctrine fail to love God with all their heart, mind, and strength, and failed to love our neighbor as ourselves.
C. PHBF
Ask for the big things - "We ask but little, and God gives it." (Spurgeon)

"Cold prayers ask God to deny them: only importunate prayers will be replied to. When the Church of God cannot take 'No' for an answer, she shall not have 'No' for an answer. When a pleading soul must have it; when the Spirit of God works mightily in him so that he cannot let the angel go without a blessing, the angel shall not go till he has given the blessing to such a pleading one. Brethren, if there be only one among us that can pray as Daniel did, with intensity, the blessing will come." (Spurgeon)

How many casual prayers are there in the Bible???


Before they call I will answer;



while they are yet speaking I will hear.

(Isaiah 65:24 ESV)
Why should you pray, theologically astute American evangelical?  We know Jesus will return, so why pray for it?  We know his kingdom will come
How do you pray like this?

True study of the word of God takes away your selfishness

Love of God, knowledge of God’s will, love of neighbor, confidence in God

Deliverance is a person

Winds up not just with restoration, but the Messiah

Return to the land happened:

Ezra 1:1-3

2 Chronicles 36:22-23

How should prophecy work?  

· Ooooh cool?
· Blob around – don’t need to do anything?

· Or to be drawn to God’s heart and his plan.

The unrepentant blame others or God for their misery.  The repentant take on responsibility for even their part in the sins of others.


In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans—in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, according to the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.


Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. I prayed to the LORD my God and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 
· we have
·  sinned and 

miss the mark
· done wrong and 
twist, distort, pervert
· acted wickedly and act wickedly
· rebelled, 

rebel, revolt
· turning aside from your commandments and rules. 
Turn aside, depart
· We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 
· To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, 
· but to us open shame, as at this day, to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands to which you have driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed against you. 
· To us, O LORD, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against you. 
· To the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by walking in his laws, which he set before us by his servants the prophets. All Israel has transgressed your law and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice. And the curse and oath that are written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out upon us, because we have sinned against him. He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against our rulers who ruled us, by bringing upon us a great calamity. For under the whole heaven there has not been done anything like what has been done against Jerusalem. As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this calamity has come upon us; yet we have not entreated the favor of the LORD our God, turning from our iniquities and gaining insight by your truth. Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity and has brought it upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in all the works that he has done, and we have not obeyed his voice. And now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and have made a name for yourself, as at this day, we have sinned, we have done wickedly.

· “O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath turn away from your city Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people have become a byword among all who are around us. 
· Now therefore, O our God, listen to the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, 
· O Lord, make your face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is desolate. 
· O my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our desolations, and the city that is called by your name. For we do not present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. 
· Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, because your city and your people are called by your name.”
(Daniel 9:1-19 ESV)
Evil Actors -> Evil actions -> just punishment

Culprits / Evil actions acts of omission and commission

God’s Just Judgment
God petitioned – Requests and reasons - reasons are for who God is

God’s kindness -> forgiveness granted

Hedge against overstating
God’s power is assumed, his justice is declared in recounting the judgment

Judgment for idolatry (God + other gods)
Setting


Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD his God. He did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the LORD. He also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by God. He stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to the LORD, the God of Israel. All the officers of the priests and the people likewise were exceedingly unfaithful, following all the abominations of the nations. And they polluted the house of the LORD that he had made holy in Jerusalem.


The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent persistently to them by his messengers, because he had compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. But they kept mocking the messengers of God, despising his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD rose against his people, until there was no remedy.


Therefore he brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary and had no compassion on young man or virgin, old man or aged. He gave them all into his hand. And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king and of his princes, all these he brought to Babylon. And they burned the house of God and broke down the wall of Jerusalem and burned all its palaces with fire and destroyed all its precious vessels. He took into exile in Babylon those who had escaped from the sword, and they became servants to him and to his sons until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its Sabbaths. All the days that it lay desolate it kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.
(2 Chronicles 36:11-21 ESV)
Should the parallel be Israel and America or Israel and the church?

Two ways to go if you’ve been hurt….Daniel had family, culture, future taken away from him, probably when he was an early teen.  He could have reacted by giving up on God, giving up on Israel

All need to repent

