The Spirit’s Help
Romans 8:26-27
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. (Romans 8:26-27 ESV)
I. Introduction
A. Illustration – Basketball game…confidence…but not pride
B. Context of Romans
1. The book of Romans is Paul’s summation of Christian teaching for an existing assembly of Christians to help them think widely and deeply about their faith in Jesus
2. Our beginning, “Likewise” points back to v. 23-25, which Josh preached on last week.  Those verses show that while we suffer under the curse that rests on all creation we groan inwardly awaiting the redemption of our bodies but we have already been given the Spirit and because of that wait with patient hope.  What we’re going to look at after “likewise” is something much like that.
3. I want to talk about 5 things:  a Mission, Mess, Method, Mind, and Motive
II. Mission - Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness
A. When do we need someone to intercede?

1. If we’re not qualified.
2. If we’re not certified.
3. We’ll look at the specifics shortly.
B. God the Holy Spirit helps us but doesn’t remove us.
1. Very striking, we are still part of things despite our weakness.
2. Jesus chose his Apostles and gave them a real partnership.
3. As Isaiah prophesied and Matthew quoted, Jesus was to be called, “God with us”.  In the person of the Holy Spirit, God still chooses to be with us.
C. When you study the Bible, ask yourself what you would be missing if you didn’t have that passage.  Where else in scripture do we learn the Spirit intercedes this way in prayer?  We learn it here.
D. Christianity is not self-help nor an unsatisfied cry for help.  Are human beings sufficient in themselves?  Does the mere passage of time fix war or slavery or racism?
III. Mess - For we do not know what to pray for as we ought
A. Prayer is a wonderful privilege, but we ask for the wrong things in the wrong way. 

B. We are limited by the imperfections of our language.
C. How do we talk to an infinitely wise and holy God with our partial wisdom, incomplete knowledge, and weak faith?  
D. “You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.(James 4:3 ESV)
E. We know we should pray big and pray brave but feel we don’t know how.  Think with me for a moment about how far this should be from discouraging us.  What help does God give to those who don’t want help?  But what does he do for those who admit their weakness.  Everything they need, even if they don’t know what it is that they do need.
IV. Method - but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words
A. The cure is not by getting more information or doing the hard work of perfecting ourselves.  It’s not aiming lower or giving up entirely.

B. The cure is help from the Spirit “himself” not second hand.  The Spirit intercedes—not “just” an angel.  Even one angel is terrifying.  Even one angel is sufficient to defeat an army or destroy a city.  We need more than that.  We need God himself.
C. Very relational, linking the Spirit and us repeatedly in the context of God’s will.  
D. Why would God groan?  Why would God ever have to suffer?  He chooses to take our burdens.
E. If you are in agony trying to pray—you’re not left alone.
F. Know that we need this.  We are made in God’s image, but from Adam and Eve to us we demonstrate that that isn’t enough.  We need the Spirit.
G. Left to ourselves, we wouldn’t get there, but we are not left to ourselves.  It’s not your job to be able to fix a broken world unaided.
H. Do you hear the answer to Job’s pleading?  O that one might plead for a man with God, as a man pleadeth for his neighbour! Job 16:21  
I. How much hope should we have with the Holy Spirit working on our behalf?
V. Mind - And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit
A. What a surprise – To search our hearts and find the Spirit!
B. Never give up praying, your praying is made acceptable

C. Don’t know what or how to pray, When God searches hearts he talks to the Spirit

D. God watching out for us.
E. Live before others with the humble confidence this produces.
VI. Motive - because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God
A. Not your motive—God’s!  God is not hard to reach; He ensures that the Spirit will be there with us.
B. This is consistent with the gospel – come now, as you are.   We don’t have to make our prayer good enough
C. Why do we get answers far exceeding how well we pray?  The Spirit is interceding.
D. Avoid the ditches of “let go and let God” and self sufficiency
E. Remember specifically how God has answered the prayers of this church
VII. Conclusion
A. In John 11 when Mary and Martha confronted Jesus about the death of their brother Lazarus they wanted his help but wanted him to have been there 3 days ago.  This is a lot like our prayers—sincere, with good goals, a certain amount of  self-righteous complaint, and illogic—but Jesus groaned and prayed, his prayer on Mary and Martha’s behalf brought Lazarus to life
B. What we have is the way to deal with the painful gap between what we are (imperfect and limited) and what we are declared to be (the sons and daughters of God)
C.  Do you know what you need?  Does anyone’s life make believable claims that they do?

D. Christian - You are not a limiting factor in God’s dealing with you.  This isn’t the first problem resolved in Romans 8.  It won’t be the last.  
1. No failure is final, no sorrow is unceasing, no victory incomplete

2. No condemnation for those who deserved it

3. No tyranny of sin

4. No destiny of fear 
5. No death that will not be overcome
