A Walk Through the Text
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The Bible is A book about God.

· It’s one book. Not a compilation of short stories. It’s one story.

The Bible is a book about GOD.

· It’s not about me or you. It’s not a book of moral proverbs. It’s about God and His glory.

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The heavens declare the glory of God. For everything comes from him and exists by his power and is intended for his glory. All glory to him forever! Amen.

Then God said, “Let the earth produce every sort of animal, each producing offspring of the same kind— And that is what happened. And God saw that it was good.
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” Then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. For everything created by God is good
You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you created all things, and they exist because you created what you pleased.
O LORD, how manifold are your works! 
In wisdom have you made them all; 
When you give them your breath, life is created,

and you renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of the Lord continue forever!

The Lord takes pleasure in all he has made!

And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, and out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.”
 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden.
The Lord God asked. “Have you eaten from the tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?”

The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me, she gave me the fruit, and I ate it.”

Then the Lord God asked the woman, “What have you done?”

   “The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.”

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—
For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.
Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God

To the woman he said,

   “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”

To Adam he said, 
“Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”

The wages of sin is death
For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins

The LORD God said to the serpent,
 “Because you have done this, I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

He will enlarge the nation of Israel, and its people will rejoice.
For He will break the yoke of their slavery and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders.
He will break the oppressor’s rod

For a child is born to us, a son is given to us.
The government will rest on his shoulders.
And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His government and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen
Then the Lord said to Abram, "Leave your country and your people. Leave your father's family. Go to the land I will show you. 
"I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you. I will make your name great. You will be a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you and I will curse those who curse you. All nations on earth will be blessed because of you."

When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared and said to him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring. And I will give to you and to your offspring the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”

God said to Jacob, no longer shall your name be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” And God said to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. The land that I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you.”
Now the people of Israel were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land of Egypt was filled with them.
Then the LORD called to Moses out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Abraham, and tell the people of Israel: You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”
So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.”

But the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals. They forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt. They followed and worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They provoked the LORD to anger because they forsook him and served Baal. In his anger against Israel the LORD handed them over to raiders who plundered them. Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations. Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.  Yet they would not listen to their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. Unlike their fathers, they quickly turned from the way of obedience to the LORD’s commands. Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, He was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD had compassion on them as they groaned under those who oppressed and afflicted them. But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even more corrupt than those of their fathers, following other gods and serving and worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways. 
For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?

 “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts.  And I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a virgin named Mary. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to be grasped. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God. “For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to do my own will.”
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.

It was now two days before the Passover. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him.  And when Judas came, he went up to Jesus at once and said, ”Rabbi!” And he kissed him. And they laid hands on him and seized him and they led Jesus to the high priest.  Inside, the chief priests and the entire high council were trying to find evidence against Jesus, so they could put him to death. But they couldn’t find any. Many false witnesses spoke against him, but they contradicted each other. But Jesus was silent and made no reply. Then the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus said, “I Am. And you will see the Son of Man seated in the place of power at God’s right hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.” And the chief priests accused him of many things. And Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied.

Pilate asked the crowd, “Then what should I do with this man you call the king of the Jews?” They shouted back, “Crucify him!”

And having scourged him, Pilate delivered him, and they led him out to crucify him. He was oppressed and treated harshly, yet he never said a word. He was led like a lamb to the slaughter. And as a sheep is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. Unjustly condemned, he was led away.

And they brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha, then the soldiers nailed him to the cross. It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. At noon, darkness fell across the whole land until three o’clock. Then at three o’clock Jesus called out with a loud voice, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?” But it was the LORD's good plan to crush him and cause him grief. Then Jesus uttered another loud cry and breathed his last. 
And when evening had come, Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock and he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. 

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.

And very early on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James went to the tomb. And looking up they saw that the stone had been rolled back and there was a young man and he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is not here, for He is risen. Come, see the place where they laid him.” 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, for since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. Just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.
When Christ came as high priest He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, for this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.

If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham. You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. You were dead in your transgressions and sins, but God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ. Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. It is by grace you have been saved. In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, to the praise of His glorious grace.
Therefore God exalted Christ to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!”
All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, “Praise and glory 
and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God forever and ever. Amen!”

